RCCD In
Ghana

January - February
2025

with travel
Jan. 14 — 31 (approx.)
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Today's Agenda

Why study abroad

Who can study abroad

-

What things will cost for this trip

-

How to get help with costs

A
e

What steps you need to take next

AU




e

Assistant to Sef Girgis
Coordinator, RCC, Digital Library, 418

International 951-222-8385
Education Study.Abroad@rccd.edu

U
-

Chair/Coordinator,
International
Education

Micherri Wiggs
e Micherri.wiggs@rcc.edu

U



mailto:Nassef.Girgis@rccd.edu
mailto:Micherri.wiggs@rcc.edu

Why should you consider
studying abroad?







Global Learning Boosts Student Success

Students who study abroad have

— Retentions rates
e’ GPAs \gl Student Involvement and Student
— | \ Transfer rates #* ‘* Development Theory suggest that students

who are involved in co-curricular activity

hiip.//gobaed . us/CCCSOAR/project-report.asp fresulls
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Global Learning Prepares Students for the Local and Global Workforce

80 @  23@ /3%

of companies suveyed million |obs in the US employers ogree that
believe buslness would increase if staff are tied to international trade. students need intercultural skills
had more international experience. saking fhe Cime: Why Siuely Abwoad & So Crockd and understanding of societies and
hittp/fwww pzharvord.edu/fsies/det ot /fles/EducatingR20torE 20 E Nov+Dec 2017 countnies outside the United States
S S S as a condition for career readiness.

hitps//asicsociety org/educationypreparing-tomorows-workforce







RCCD’s

Commitment
(Board Policy 2026)

Students at
Riverside
Community College

District will be
provided the
opportunity to study
outside the United
States through the
International
Education Program
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Study Abroad
Program
Learning
Outcomes

Examine

Explore

Create

Examine actions and relationships that influence global systems
through multiple perspectives, examining how those systems
impact self and others.

Explore complex dimensions of diversity, equity, and inclusion
around the world, including language, culture, and identity.

Create strategies to apply knowledge, skills, and abilities to
demonstrate global competencies.

Address global challenges collaboratively.



Study Abroad
Outcome Survey

* Online survey sent to
865 former RCCD

Study Abroad
students

e 201 students
completed the survey
= 23% response rate



Survey Says...

~90% experienced
increased cultural empathy,

personal growth, and were
influenced to meet RCCD

GE Outcomes

~88% reported positive
impact on their choices
and thinking

Respondents reported
various positive influences
on their career and
professional development




You belong.



RCCD Study Abroad has
benefit students of
varied ethnicity, gender,

& age.




Good academic
standing

No personal or
student conduct
violations

Complete
interview with
RCCD staff (March
- May)

Yellow Fever
Vaccine by June 7

Enroll one or both
courses

Attend pre-
departure
orientations






mailto:miguel.reid@rcc.edu




s ENG 1A (4 units)

In this class, students will go on exciting excursions
exploring local art, music, food culture, and history.
Students will also critically analyze various texts by
authors representing the rich African culture of Ghana.
Students will get to explore ideas surrounding African
history and culture and how they themselves relate to
these issues as students living in the U.S. They will have
the opportunity to develop and express their own
thoughts on these topics in a variety of communication
forms, from interactive discussion to effective written
expression.






mailto:Deborah.brown@rcc.edu




mmm ETS/HIS 14 (3 units)

This course is a survey of African American history
beginning with African civilizations through the trans-
Atlantic slave trade, American chattel slavery and
abolition to the Civil War and emancipation. There will
be a focus on indigenous African knowledge systems
and their links to modern African American
experience. In Ghana, students will experience West
African history, culture, and language as they
experience sites of importance to African American
and Pan-African history.




What to expect in Winter 2025

VV YV VYV

Jan 6 —-10
Jan 13 -15
Jan 16 — 31

Feb3-6

Feb 10— 13

Classes at RCCD
Classes at RCCD
In Ghana (Approx.)
Classes at RCCD
Classes at RCCD



What to expect Jan 14 — 31




Accra (4 nights)







O b Uuasl (Riverside Sister City since 2008)

CITY OF

RIVERSIDE
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Study Abroad

Travel

/

Maintain Enrollment in Course(s)

-
-

J
<
Be mindful that you’re a college AND community
representative

-
/

J
\

Learn & Gain Experience

/

Have fun

\_
~

-

Communicate with faculty leads, fellow

students, program leads, & your people at home
J




Tell everyone you
Attend de-briefing know about what an
meeting (February) amazing experience
you had!

Show everyone your Explain to everyone
pictures! what you learned!







Program Costs: $4900 - $6450

Costs Include:




RCCD CLASS FEES

PERSONAL SPENDING MONEY

o

VACCINATIONS

-

LAUNDRY

CELL PHONE

PASSPORT & VISA FEES




| found a new
appreciation for what is
taken for granted living in
the US. | realized how
small my ‘problems’

actually are compared to
true struggles. | gota
taste of what an

immigrant coming and
trying to be a part of our
culture would feel like
and it gave me a whole
new sense of empathy.




a \

My study abroad experience had two major impacts on me. The first was forcing
me out of my comfort zone...I was able to grow as a person and become much
more comfortable in talking to those around me and adapting to...new
environments.

U v

/The second ...was giving me a wider lens to see the world. | was a first generation student... family \
from Mexico... so | had visited Mexico plenty of times. However, traveling abroad...showed me how
diverse we...still being human ...having the same wants for those around us and our home countries.
After studying abroad | decided that my career should also have a global lens. | graduated with a
Bachelor’s in Economics and now work in International Development helping developing countries

Q\crease their economic growth. /

Student
Voice







Travel.State.Gov
U.S. DEPARTMENT of STATE — BUREAU of CONSULAR AFFAIRS

U.S. Passports  International Travel U.S. Vissg

Need a Passport Already Have a Get My Passport Fast
Passport







Talk to your
personal
peoplel

FIND OUT WHO SUPPORTS YOU

AND

FIND OUT WHO YOU’LL HAVE
TO CONVINCE




Talk to your
academic people!

o ACADEMIC ADVISORS
e COUNSELORS
 FINANCIAL AID






mailto:Brooke.Coston@mvc.edu
mailto:Maria.Gonzalez@norcocollege.edu
mailto:Annie.Li@rcc.edu
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https: //rccdedu/sa/Ghana htmlhttps //rccd edu/a/Ghana htm
I

Study Abroad Study Abroad

Home L
Mission

Benefits of Studying Abroad The RCCD Study Abroad Program is committed to providing RCCD students with high-quality

international education opportunities to develop cultural competency and global citizenship through

Japan (Summer 2024) )
experiencing global diversity.

Ghana (Winter 2025)

Finances & Scholarships Objectives

= To offer study abroad opportunities to RCCD students while continuing earning credits toward

General Eligibilit
= Y their desired academic goal

Reauirements



Program Application

If you are ready to apply, please use the following link:

Space is limited. Applications due no later than April 5, 2024.

Within 2 weeks of our receipt of your application, you will receive an email, at your RCCD student email
address. This email will invite you to complete the application process by: paying the refundable $200
application fee (fully refunded if not selected for the program)

If you are unsure about applying and would like to put your name on the program interest list, please fill
out the following form:

GHANA PROGRAM

INTERST FORM

Important Information about Traveling to Ghana

Yellow Fever vaccine is required. Current Hepatitis AB vaccine and malaria preventative medicines, are
likely to be HIGHLY recommended. COVID vaccine was required and may be again, therefore, it is highly
recommended. To obtain a Yellow Fever Vaccine, you'll need a prescription from a doctor. Visit your
doctor and/or a travel clinic.






Soon after you
apply:

* Make $200
Payment







Financial
Support
Available

Application
Gilman Scholarship Deadline —

October

S-STEM Scholar Program

Other scholarship information
available on RCCD study abroad
website


https://www.gilmanscholarship.org/
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=F5tmSTP640qOzDzxFreQ5dNcHbH0a35NokxJ13Cu9ZVUN0ZLNjkzSkpYV0RBQUdIUFkyT0gyOFlISyQlQCN0PWcu

Scholarships

Many scholarships are available to support you financially in your study abroad pursuits. However,
each scholarship has its application deadline, eligibility requirement and application procedure; so

definitely dgarour homework ahead of time. We encourage you to visit each individual link below to
learn more @@out how to apply.

« Benjamin A. Gilman International Scholarship (click to Apply)
The Gilman Scholarship Program, sponsored by the U.S. Department of State's Bureau of
Educational and Cultural Affairs, is an undergraduate program for U.S. citizens of limited
financial means to enable them to study abroad, thereby internationalizing their outlook and
better preparing them to thrive in the global economy.

- CA Need-based Scholarship & Blogger Grant
Each r, CAPA awards $1.5 million in study abroad scholarships, grants, and affiliate benefits!
Tob gible, you must be in the process of applying for a CAPA program. A separate
scholarship application and documentation may also be required by the deadline listed. Late
applications, essays, or forms will not be accepted. Incomplete applications will not be reviewed.

« CCID's Founder Study Abroad Scholarshippply Here)
In an effort to expand access to international experiences for community college students,
Community Colleges for International Development (CCID) is offering student study abroad




Step 2

Write Essays Advisors Certify
Upload Transcript(s)

Input Program Info Study Abroad Advisor

Your application is

| complete and ready
Select Advisors Financial Aid Advisor

Step |
Submit Application

for review!

Protip: Contact your advisors
before you submit!



Gilman Scholarship
Study Abroad Advisor Financial Aid Advisor

*Micherri Wiggs *Annie Li (RCC)

(RCC) *Brook Coston
*Micherri Wiggs (MVC)
(MVC) *Maria Gonzalez

eLijuan Zhai (NC) (NC)



Additional Study Abroad Scholarships

o Alpha dea Delta James G. Stemler Study Abroad Scholarship

o S-STEM Scholarship Application for RCCD Students Studying Abroad

o StI/ Abroad Scholarship on California Colleges for International Education (CCIE)
o Boren Awards for International Study

o Corinne Jeannine Schillings Foundation



CONTACT S-STEM

Kasey Nguyen [kasey.nguyen@mvc.edu SCHOLAR
Esteban Navas esteban.navas@mvc.edu PROGRAM

NSF 2130447

SCHOLARSHIP QUALIFICATION CRITERIA

1. Must be a legal resident or US citizen.

2. Must be a current full time student in the Science, Technology, Engineering, Math disciplines.

3. Must complete at least 1 semester of course work.

4, Must be on track to transfer to a university.

5. Must have an overall GPA of 3.0 or higher.

6. Must provide a current Financial Aid Award letter that states aid qualification due to low income and/or financial hardship.






Yellow Fever Vaccine Required (by Ghana

otal Cost = $228
Total Cost = S317



https://lluh.org/services/center-health-promotion/international-travel-clinic
https://lluh.org/services/center-health-promotion/international-travel-clinic
https://lluh.org/services/center-health-promotion/international-travel-clinic
https://www.costco.com/full-service-travel-medicine-consultation-program*%2C-by-safegard.product.100123081.html
https://www.costco.com/full-service-travel-medicine-consultation-program*%2C-by-safegard.product.100123081.html
https://www.costco.com/full-service-travel-medicine-consultation-program*%2C-by-safegard.product.100123081.html
https://www.costco.com/full-service-travel-medicine-consultation-program*%2C-by-safegard.product.100123081.html

Other Immunization

HepAB, Malaria, and Covid are

HIGHLY recommended



https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/destinations/traveler/none/ghana




RCCD Interview

* |nvitation ™\

+ Individual OR small 5
group interview %‘



https://thecreativeparty.com/questions-to-ask-in-a-job-interview-that-make-you-look-good/group-job-interview_4460x4460/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/

It has been 8 years since |
participated in the program,
and since then | have
completed my BA in Global
Health which | attribute, [in

part,] to my experience
studying abroad. | am now
enrolled in a masters
program, with plans to do
international work after |
complete my degree.




Study.Abroad@rccd.edu
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